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A proceeding, which to people abroad, must look like the
highest strain of temerity, folly, and gasconade. But
we at home, who allow the promoters of that advice to
be no fools, can easily comprehend the depth and mystery
of it. They were assured by this means, to pin down
the war upon us, consequently to increase their own power
and wealth, and multiply difficulties on the Qu[een] and
kingdom, till they had fixed their party too firmly to be
shaken, whenever they should find themselves disposed to
reverse their address, and give us leave to wish for a
peace.

If any man entertains a more favourable opinion of this
monstrous step in politics; I would ask him what we must
do, in case we find it impossible to recover Spain ? Those
among the Whigs who believe a God, will confess, that
the events of war lie in His hands; and the rest of
them, who acknowledge no such power, will allow, that
Fortune hath too great a share in the good or ill success of
military actions, to let a wise man reason upon them, as if
they were entirely in his power. If Providence shall think
fit to refuse success to our arms, with how ill a grace, vffth
what shame and confusion, shall we be obliged to recant that
precipitate address, unless the world will be so charitable to
consider, that parliaments among us, differ as much as
princes, and that by the fatal conjunction of many unhappy
circumstances, it is very possible for our island to be repre-
sented sometimes by those who have the least pretensions to
it. So little truth or justice there is in what some pretend to
advance, that the actions of former senates, ought always to

23rd, 1707, urged: " That nothing could restore a just balance of power
in Europe, but the reducing the whole Spanish monarchy to the obedi-
ence of the House of Austria; and . . . That "no peace can be honour-
able or safe, for your Majesty or your allies, if Spain, the West Indies,
or any part of the Spanish Monarchy, be suffered to remain under the
power of the House of Bourbon." The resolutions as carried in the
House of Lords on December I9th did not include the words "or any
part of the Spanish Monarchy"; these words were introduced on a
motion by Somers who was in the chair when the Select Committee
met on December 2Oth to embody the resolutions in proper form. The
altered resolution was quickly hurried through the Lords and agreed to
by the Commons, and the Address as amended was presented to the
Queen. By this bold move Somers prolonged the war indefinitely.
See also note at the commencement of this number. [T. S.]